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time in their increasing proportions to the common exi-
gencies of the Empire; and having by holding out this,
removed* I trust, every temptation to Ireland to consider
her interests as separate from England, to be ready, while
we discountenance wild and unconstitutional attempts, which
strike at the root of all authority, to give real efficacy
and popularity to the Government by acceding (if such a
line can be found) to a prudent and temperate reform of
Parliament, which may guard against, or gradually cure,
real defects and mischiefs, may show a sufficient regard to
the interests and even prejudices of individuals who are
concerned, and may unite the Protestant interest in ex-
cluding the Catholics from any share in the representation
or the government of the country."1
There is a melancholy interest in recollecting how the
writer of this letter found himself drawn by the theory of
maintaining British influence by means of direct interests
further and further into iniquities, until it became in Mr.
Lecky's language the firm resolution of the Government
steadily and deliberately to increase the corruption of
Parliament. In 1784 Pitt was anxious to foment jealousy
of the Catholics in Ireland. Nine years later events had
convinced the English Government that it would be wiser
to concede than to resist the Catholic demand, They were
terrified by the prospect of an alliance between the Catholics
and the Republican Presbyterians of the North. Pitt and
Dundas resolved that concession was " the most likely plan
to preserve the security and tranquillity of a British and
Protestant interest." Fitzgibbon and the Irish officials
were still against all concessions, but the English Govern-
ment who had trusted to the effect of religious differences
to dissipate Irish agitations, found themselves in danger from
a union of Catholics and Presbyterians in favour of Catholic
relief and Parliamentary reform. The nationalist ideal in
Ireland was to make the Irish Parliament independent, and
1 Pitt to Rutland, October 7, 1784. Lecky, History of Ireland^ vol. Ii
pp. 413, 414.
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